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RENDER to Ciesar the things that are Ceesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.—Mark 12:17.

e o R

IT is not more legislation that the people need, but
more religion.

e B

WE would not discount law ; we want good laws, and
we must have them; but we want also something to
make such laws effective.

- . dee

Lawisthe instrument and publicsentiment the power
which makes it effective. There can be no good govern-
ment without a good public sentiment; and public senti-
ment cannot be created by legislation.

L R

THERE is but one genuine ‘‘sure cure’” in the earth to-
day, and that is the grace of God. The richest man has
not money enough to buy it, and the poorest has not
poverty enough to shut him from it.

. . des -

THERE are a great many people in this country who
seem to be not yet convinced that two wrongs do not
make right. A lynching, for example, is an effort to set
one wrong right by perpetrating another,

" . s

THE “sabbath laws” of the States are as numerous
and as well enforced now as they were fifty years ago; yet
they have not prevented the incoming of a flood of moral
degeneracy since that day.

“THL powers that be are ordained of God;”’ but this
fact does not set the fiat of civil government above the
commandment of Jehovah.

S . qee -

No »MaxN or assembly of men have the power to man-
ufacture right, or to absolve any individual from the ob-
ligation to obey the dictates of conscience.

e e

THE weekly Sabbath is a holy day, because God made
it holy, and it is impossible to change this fact. And
being a holy day, its character cannot be other than
religious. Any other kind of weekly sabbath is a coun-
terfeit.

e e e ——————

THE Sabbath is God’s, but he forces no man to keep
it. Why should men go further than God and try to
force people to render to God the tribute of Sabbath ob-
servance.

> o <

‘“Who Is He That Condemneth""

“(Gop sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world.”

And to his disciples forever he himself says: “As my
Father sent me, even so send I you.”

Then no Christian is ever sent to condemn anybody
in this world. No Christian has ever been made a minister
of condemnation.

As to transgressors, the only office of law is to con-
demn. Then, as no Christian is eversent to condemn, no
Christian is ever sent to enforce law or to demand of
others the enforcement of law.

-As the only office of law, with respect to transgress-
ors, is to condemn; as in this world there will be in every
place, 'transgressors of law; and as no Christian has ever
been made of Christ a minister of condemnation; it is
certain that no Christian has ever been made by Christ a
minister of the law.

Therefore it is perfectly certain that all these preach-
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ers, people, organizations, and ‘combinations, professing
to be Christian, who are making such a clamor for the
enactment and enforcement of law, have forgotten the
mission of Christ and of Christians in the world and are
engaged in a work to which the Lord never sent them.

The Son of God was not sent to condemn the world,
and he did not condemn. He said: “If any man hear my
words and believe not, I judge him not; for I came not to
judge the world.”

When there was brought to him for judgment that
woman who had been taken in the very act of gross sin,
he said to those who brought her, ““Let him that is with-
out sin among you cast the first stone at her.” And
when none could cast a stone because they themselves
were wrong-doers,—none were without sin,—and they all
had gone out and left him alone with the woman, he said
to her, “Woman, hath no man condemned thee?” And
she said, “No man, Lord.” Then said the Son of God,
“Neither do I condemn thee. Go, and sin no more.””

Now alil who believe on him are counted the sons of
God. And to all such he says, ““As my Father hath sent
me, even so send I you.” “Condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned.”

Therefore it is perfectly plainthat all these preachers,
people, organizations, and combinations, professing to
be Christian,—professing to be the sons of God—in all
their work of throwing stones at supposed or even actual
transgressors, in condemning them to arrest, fine and
mmprisonment, have forgotten the spirit and the method
of the Son of God. In all this they have taken upon
themselves an office, and are performing a work, to which
the Son of God was not sent and which he never per-
formed; and to which they as sons of God were never sent
and which as sons of God they never can perform.

Condemnation is not what the world needs. The
world is already condemned, overwhelmingly condemned,
and needs no more condemnation. Every soul in the
world is already condemned many times over; for all have
done wrong many times over. For every wrong deed
each soul is condemned by the law of God which he has
certainly transgressed: and in addition to this, each one
condemns himself, and has already many times con-
demned himself for the wrong things that he has done.
With everybody thus doubly condemned, and many times
at that, surely it is not condemnation that this world
needs.

Now what kind of a spirit can it be anybow that
cannot be content without heaping more condemnation
upon people who are already condemned, even to death,
many times over? Surely it can be only a spirit of vin-
dictiveness akin to that of the devil himself, that cannot
be satisfied with seeing people twice condemned many
times over, but must hunt out and spy and set traps for
opportunities to condemn them yet more.

In no such business as that will or can the disciples
of Christ ever be engaged. These are of another spirit.
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world.” And ‘““As my Father sent me, even so send I

you. Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” This is the
spirit that characterizes the children of God, the disciples
of Christ. It is the Spirit of Christ; and “If any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Being
the Spirit of Christ, it does the work of Christ. He con-
demns not.

God knowing that men are so fully condemned
already; and not being of such a vindictive spirit as to
want.to put more condemnation upon people already
doubly condemned; sent not his Son, nor his Spirit, into
the world ““to condemn the world, but that the world
through him MIGHT BE SAVED.”

It is salvation, not condemnation, that the people of
this world need. And what a fearful perversion of things
it is, when people professing the knowledge of Salvation,
and professing to be the preachers and ministers of sal-
vation, turn to preaching and ministering condemnation
instead of salvation—and this too upon people who are
already doubly and many times condemned.

There is more power in salvation, than there is in
condemnation, to turn and hold people away from wrong
courses. When the Lord Jesus said to that woman who
was actually guilty of gross wrong-doing, ‘“Neither do1
condemn thee, Go and sinno more,’”” there was more power
in that gentle, forgiving word to turn her into the way
of righteousness and to keep her there, than there ever
could be in all the condemnation of all the Pharisees in
Judea and in the United States put together.

Oh that professed Christians would be Christians in-
deed. Oh that they would study to represent Christ
indeed. Oh that they would court his Spirit, instead of
indulging the vindictive spirit, that cannot be satisfied
without condemning people who are already repeatedly
condemned even to death.

“Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ
Jesus.” ‘“God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him might
be saved.” ‘‘As my Father sent me even so send I you.

Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” “If any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”” ‘As he is so
are we in this world.” ‘‘Condemn not and ye shall not
be condemned. Forgive and ye shall be forgiven.”

> o<t
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Teaching the Heathen.

THE civilized nations of the West are busily instruct-
ing the nations of the Orient, but not in the ways of
righteousnessand peace. Their teaching isalmost wholly
of that “art” which is the opposite of peace. Saysan
English journal:—

“The Great Powers are glad to send competent mili-
tary and naval instructors to Asiatic lesser powers, to
drill their men and teach them war. They compete with
one another to get the orders for arms and war supplies.
There are said to beabout two hundred German instruct-
ors in China, working to get China into a ‘‘fit”’ condition.
When the “Christian’” West gets the heathen East well
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versed in the art of war, it is not difficult to see that
both together will fill the earth with such war as never
was.

“While thus the nations are fulfilling the numerous
scriptures which speak of the state of unrest and strife
which is to close the history of the earth, what is the reli-
gious world doing to fulfill those scriptures which show
that, before the coming of the Lord, the gospel of his
kingdom will be preached as a witness to all nations?
There is something more important for all Christians
than the questions of territorial extensions and political
combinations which agitate men’siminds. The gospel is
for sinners, no matter where they are or who they are,
and the order of the Lord to every believer is that his in-
vitation shall be taken tothem. YetEurope alonespends
a thousand times as much on war as all Christendom
spends on missions.”

> O
> <4<

Helping Our Enemy.

o
“Sunday School Times."”

REVENGE is a poor investment. The best way to
“getratisfaction” out of one who hasinjured us is to help
him to be a less injurious sort of person. We cannot do
this by scowling at him, turning our backs upon him, or
retaliating against him. If he is affected with moral pov-
erty, we must earich him. If he is a small pattern of a
man, we may help him to grow by setting before him a
pattern of largeness. But our contempt is not likely to
enrich him, nor to cause him to wax larger and nobler.
The very best thing that we can do to our enemy is to
afford him all the moral help in our power. T'o make
him better is to better all who have anything to do. with
him.

>> o <

Christianity.

““Gop was in Christ reconciling the world unto him-
self.”

The great trouble with men is that they have gone
away from God, and have become enemies in their minds
by wicked works.

They have gone so far away that they havelost sight
of God; their minds have become so confused that they
have forgotten him; their eyes have become so blinded
that they cannot see him; their hearts have become so
perverse that they cannot discern him even though they
be standing in his very presence.

“There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way; they are together be-
come unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no,
not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is
under tleir lips. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bit-
terness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction
and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace have
they not known. There is no fear of God before their
eyes.”

This is the kind of world that God had, and has yet,
to deal with. Yet in Jesus Christ he came and dwelt
among men to reconcile the world unto himself. He sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved. He made
peace through the blood of his cross that he might recon-
cile all things unto himself. And you that were some-
time alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works,
yetnow hath hereconciled in the body of hisflesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unre-
provable in his sight.

Thus to a world steeped in sin, God braught reconcil-
iation: with a world overwhelmed with rebellion he made
peace. To the people of this world, God sends neither
condemnation nor antagonism, but peace and reconcilia-
tion only. )

In Jesus Christ is this peace and reconciliation given
to the world. All who truly receive Christ truly receive
this peace and reconciliation. And every one who re-
ceives this peace becomes a peacemaker in the world and
to the world—he preaches only peace, peace to all, by
Jesus Christ. Every one who receives this reconciliation,
in it and with it receives also the ministry of reconcilia-
tion—he antagonizes nobody, he condemns nobody, he
ministers reconciliation to all, he persuades men to be
reconciled to God. ,

“All things are of God who hath reconciled us to him-
gelf and hath committed unto us the ministry of recon-
ciliation. To wit: that God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them, and hath committed unto us the word of reconcili-
ation.”

“So then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead,
Be ye reconciled to God.” Thus every Christian is anp
ambassador for Christ to the world: he is an ambassa-
dor of peace, an ambassador of reconciliation. No Chris-
tian is ever an ambassador of condemnation, of legisla-
tion, nor of law: every Christian is an ambassador of
salvation, not condemnation; of justification, not legis-
lation; of the gospel, not the law.

Every Christian preaches peace by Jesus Christ; for
he is our peace and Lord of all. To the Christian is com-
mitted no ministry but the ministry of reconciliation.
To him is committed no word-but the word of reconcilia-
tion. No Christian has anything to do with governing
or managing men: his business is solely to serve the
Lord, to beseech other men to be reconciled to God, and
to persuade them to serve the Lord.

The bane of Christianity, and the curse of the world,
ever since the days of the apostles, has been the consum-
ing desire of professed Christians to ‘‘boss’ other people
and to control and run the world. But God did not send
Jesus Christ on any such mission as that,nor has he ever
sent any Christian on any such mission. For “as he is,
so are we in this world.”

‘““We have seen and do testify that God sent his Son
to be the Saviour of theworld.”” And he neverattempted



580 AMERICAN

SENTINEL.

to save anybody by superintending the police, by run-
ning the polities of cities, by regulating the affairs of the
State, nor by any other worldly means or method. He
sought to save men only by spreading the knowledge of
God and winning men to God. He did it only by ever
revealing to men the Fatherly love and care of God for
all mankind. When he found himself obliged to tell the
scribes, the pharisees, and the lawyers, that they were
hypocrites, it was not done in a spirit of denunciation;
but rather with sorrow that such was the truth and that
he was obliged to state it.

It is eternal life to know God and Jesus Christ whom
he has sent. God desires that all men shall have eternal
life. And as nothing but the knowledge of God can bring
eternal life, the Lord Jesus came into the world to give to
men the knowledge of God. This was his sole mission to
theworld. To this onething all thefaculties and encrgies
of his whole being were devoted.

This is the sole mission of Christians in the world.
Men need the knowledge of God to-day as much as when
Jesus was in the world.  Yet Jesus is not now in the
world as he was then. But believers in him are here in
his stead. These are sent as was he. And as he is 80 are
we in this world.

Christians are sent, as verily as was Jesus, to be the
saviours of the world—not of themselves nor by them-
selves, but of God and by God. Jesus said of himself, “I
can of mine own self do nothing.” He did not come to
save men of himself and by himself: he came to save the
world by bringing and revealing to men the knowledge
of God. So likewise Christians are not sent to save men
of themselves nor by themselves, nor by any plans or
methods of their own; but by bringing to men and hold-
ing before the world the knowledge of God.

This is the only mission, the sole purpose of existence
of Christians in the world. To this one thing all their
faculties and energies are devoted. And wherein any
Christian comes short of this, so much he fails of being
the Christian that Christ has sent him to be in the world.
Here is the Lord’s design for every believer: ‘“Now thanks
be unto God who always causeth us to triumph, and
maketh manifest thesavor of hisknowledge by us inevery
place.”

Thus the purpose of existence of the Christian in the
world, is to glorify God, to make manifest the knowledge
of God in every place, and so to bring to men eternal life.
And every sincere Christian shuns, as he would a viper,
anything and everything that would tend in the least
degree 10 exalt itself against the knowledge of God. He
brings every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ, in whose stead he is in the world.  The only per-
son whom he ever has any ambition or desire to control,
is himself. The only rulership he ever cares for is that
over his own spirit. The only power that he everchooses
to exercise over flesh, is power over his own flesh.

This is Christianity—the Christianity of Christ. These
are Christians, for they are like Jesus. God is seeking for
such. The world needs such, that it may find the knowl-

edge of God and Jesus whom he sent, and may have

eternal life.
>
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*“An Extraordinary Utterance.”’

Waar the New York World, of September 16, styles
‘“‘an extraordinary utterance,” was delivered in this city
on the prececing Sunday, by a Roman Catholic priest,
“Father” Ducey. He said:—

“No law of man whick conflicts with the law of God
can exact obedience and submission from men. There is
a higher law, as Seward said before he was stricken down
for his efforts to preserve the independence of man. And
we claim to-day, as moral teachers, that the higher law
still exists. And no laws passed by corruption in the in-
terests of trusts and monopolies, against the interests
and welfare of God’s creatures in contradiction of thelaws
of God, are binding on the conscience of any man.”

The World says it feels in duty bound to protest
against ‘‘the dangerous doctrine preached™ in this utter-
ance, and inquires:—

“What is it except an incitement to every man, no
matter how ignorant or reckless, to become his own in-
terpreter of the validity and the justice of laws? What
practical difference is there between the anarchism of
Goldman and Most, ranting against all law, and this
broad assertion of the existence of a ‘higher law’ in the
consciousness of men? Who is to decide when ‘the law
of man so conflicts with the law of God’ as to relieve
men from obedience? Is it to be Father Ducey or his
hearers? And what will become of government or of
society if this doctrine of every man his own judge is to
prevail?”’ '

Does the World mean to deny that there is any
“higher law”’ than the statutes of men? If o, it is most
certainly in the wrong.

And if there be a “higher law”’ which is binding upon
the consciences of men—even the law of the Most High
God—what attitude shall men assume toward it? When
man’s law comes in conflict with it—as it has very often
done in the history of this world —who is to point out the
duty of the individual? Will the State do it? The State
says, Obey my laws. Butin case of a conflict between
them and the law of God, the individual’s duty is to the
latter. There is no condition or circumstances whatso-
ever under which anyindividual isabsolved from the 8uty
of obedience to the law of God.

How then is the duty of the individual to be deter-
mined? That is the inquiry of the World. Does the in-
dividual become ‘“‘his own interpreter of the validity and
the justice of laws?” Noj; not in the case of the Chris-
tian; far from it. But that is the way it appears in the
eye of theState. And the State usually proceeds to deal
with him accordingly. - This is precisely'what happened
in the case of the martyrs who went to the dungeon and
the stake for conscience’ sake.

It is the function of conscience to guide an individual
in choosing between right and wrong. It is not the busi-



AMERICAN

SENTINEL. 581

ness of the State to define right and wrong. TheState is
exercising its legitimate function when it is protecting
the individual in the enjoyment of his'rights. Nor can
conscience, alone, define right and wrong. Conscience
must be educated in the principles and precepts of right
and wrong, as revealed by a higher authority, before it
can become a safe guide. The Word of God defines right
and wrong for every individual; the Spirit of God illumi-
nates the Word of God in the mind, when its meaning is
earnestly and prayerfully sought, so that the pathway
of right and duty is clearly seen. And thus the individ-
val is not alone,—a self-constituted ‘‘interpreter of the
validity and the justice of laws’—though he appears to
be so in the eye of the State. The State deals with him
as such; but God sees to it that nothing befalls such an
individual that is not for his own good.

The genuine Christian is never an anarchist. His
doctrine is the doctrine of the Prince of Peace. No an-
archist, no foe of law and order and peace, was ever at
the same time a humble, conscientious, prayerful student,
of the Word of God.

The really ‘extraordinary utterance’” is not that
given by ‘“‘Father’”’ Ducey, but that made by the World,
in asking ‘‘what practical difference’” there is between
this obedience of conscience to the higher law of God,
and ‘“‘the anarchism of Goldman and Most, ranting
against all law.” That is an extraordinary question,
indeed.

>0t

The ‘‘Sabbath Logion.”

No small amount of discussion has arisen in the re-
ligious world over the alleged discovery of certain un-
known, or lost, sayings of Christ, one of which relates to
the Sabbath and has been designated as the ‘“Sabbath
logion.” ‘‘Except ye keep the Sabbath,’’ it declares, ‘“ ye
shall not see the Father.”

Whether one of Christ’s sayings or not, it is true, and
it may well be read with anemphasis on theword ‘“keep.”
Not everything is Sabbath-keeping which claims to be
such. | God has not left it; to the caprice or short-sighted
wisdom of man to determine what is a proper observance
of the Sabbath. In the fourth commandment he has
said, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy’*; and
a further commentary upon this point is given in Isaiah
58:13, 14.

God made the Sabbath for a purpose; and that pur-

pose must be fulfilled.  Only that is true Sabbath-keep-
ing which fulfills that purpose. What that purpose is we
are told in the words of God to his chosen people: “Verily
my Sabbaths ye shall keep; for it is a sign between me
and you throughout yourgenerations; that yemayknow
that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.” “It is a
sign between me and the children of Israel forever.”
Ex. 31:13,17. See also Eze. 20:12, 20.

The Sabbath is a ‘‘sign” between God and his chosen
people. His chosen people are the children of faith, the

seed of Abraham, or children of Israel. See Gal. 3:7, 29;
Gen. 32:28. But of what is it asign? We find an an-
swer in the words, “In six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it.” .

The Creator is the true God; and in the keeping of
his Sabbath we find a sign that we are worshipers of
the true God. It makes all the difference in the world
to the worshiper whether he is worshiping the true God,
or some other. And in the Sabbath he is to find an evi-
dence that he is truly a worshiper of Jehovah. But this
he cannot do unless he keeps it holy, as God has speci-
tied. Otherwise he will see nothing of God in the Sab-
babh, and it will be to him but as any other day of the
week.

> @ ¢4
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Politics and Religion.

A WRITER in The Vanguard, Mr. John Ratliff, argues
for the union of religion and politics, and lays down the
principle that ‘a man’s religion and his politics are not
divorceable. This is a principle that is getting a good
deal of sanction in the religious world at the present
time.

How is it when two “Christians” conscientiously vote,
one the Republican ticket and the other the Democratic
ticket, at an election? IsChristianity joined to opporing
political principles? If so, there are occasions when it
opposes itself.

Mr. Ratliff speaks of “political sins.”” Whatis a “po-
litical sin?” It is the support of the “‘other faction,” or
the “other party,” of course. A definition of “political
sin”” would amount to this and nothing more.

Who can make a just standard of right and wrong
but God alone? Men have set up many standards of
right and wrong, but they have all been unreliable, be-
cause they were the work of fallible beings. In politics
we have only those standards of “right”” which men have
set up; and we find as many such standards as there are
parties.

To make men understand right and wrong,—to con-
vict themn of sin, in other words—is the office work of the
Holy Spirit; and to impress the truth upon the soul, the
Spirit uses the Word of God. But politics commands
neither the agency of the Word nor of the Spirit.

In Judea, over eighteen hundred years ago, Jesus
Christ walked among the people, and taught them of the
kingdom of God. He is the perfect example for e‘very
Christian. To the extent to which he engaged in politics,
the Christian may rightfully engage in politics. To the

" extent to which he sought to getcontrol of earthly powers

the Christian may properly exert himself for that pur-
pose to-day.

Jesus Christ was the mystery of the manifestation of
God in human flesh.  And every true Christian presents
the same mystery to-day, for in him Christ lives and
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manifests himself to the world. In his true followers
Jerus Christ lives on earth to-day, and what he does to-
day is what he did in-Judea so long ago. For hechanges
not; but is ‘“the same yesterday, and to-day, and for-
ever.” If he was a politician then, the Christian will be
one now. But if not, then the Christian will not concern
himself in that way.

<

Is Our Government Intolerant of any Religion ?
BY M. E. KELLOGG.

TrE Christian Citizen quotes from Daniel Agnew,
LL.D., ex-chief justice of Pennsylvania, the following
statement:— ’

“I have shown that this is a Christian nation—that
this continent and the provinces were settled by a Chris-
tian people—that the States formed from them continued
Christian, and set the legalevidence of their belief in their
early constitutions—that other religions are exceptional,
and were tolerated for individual conscience’ sake only—
that the Constitution of the United States formed by the
same people, contemporary with their State constitu-
tions, and with identical provisions for the toleration of
individual freedom of conscience, expressly reserved to
them all their ungranted rights, among which are their
Christian institutions—that the Constitution itself carries
internal evidence of its Christian character, that its con-
tinued existence rests on the fabric of the States; and
that infidels, pagans, cavilers aud Mormons derive from
it no support in their warfare against Christianity. T
have shown, also, that the safety of this Christian char-
acter, peace, order and prosperity demand its citizenship
to be protected against promiscuous and loose naturali-
zation.”

Of Dr. Agnew the Citizen says: “The opinions of such
a man cannot fail to be of great importance to all think-
ing people.  Recently he delivered an address, which has
been published, the purpose of which is to establish the
Christianity of the Constitution of the United States.”

But if the nation is so overwhelmingly Christian, as
Dr. Agnew holds, and ‘the Constitution itself carries
internal evidences of its Christian character,”” what is the
need of any further tinkering of the Constitution? If the
inside of the Constitution is right, the outside surely
ought to be, especially when the nation is Christian any-
way!

To the statement of the venerable doctor, that other
religions than Christianity are only tolerated in this
country, we strongly demur. An Austrian, a Spaniard,
or a Russian may properly use the term as expressive of
the attitude of those governments toward a Jew, a Mo-
hammedan or an infidel; but an American, never! Ac-
cording to the letter and spirit of the national Constitu-
tion and the genius of the American Government, the
Christian no more tolerates the Jew than the Jew toler-
ates him. If one holds another view it is because he has
grown up cherishing a false and alien idea of the princi-
ples of the United States Government.

It is true that some of the early State constitutions,
following in the line of the colonial charters, which were
grz'mt.ed in the days when the Church and State were
firmly united, did establish religions which were not
annulled by the United States Constitution, but an ex-
ample of liberty was set in that great charter, and those
States which had a religion incorporated in their consti-
tutions have either abolished the religious parts of their
constitutions or these have become atrophied by long
disuse.

But a determined effort is being made to animate
those dead constitutional provisions, tochange the great
Constitution which towers above them all and to make
it an engine of tyranny. Religious despotismisembedded
and ingrained in the lLearts of men or else it could never
continuously rise, as it does, .o blast and curse the earth.
It is as much out of place in our land as a snake in a
fair garden, but it is here, and unless it is crushed out it
will spoil our fair inheritance.

>0
> <4<

The ¢ Continental Sunday.”

Froy statistics published by a reliable European
journal, it appears that so far as concerns the cessation
of Sunday work, the ‘Continental Sunday” will bear
comparison with the “American Sabbath.”

In Germany, we are told, all employers of labor in
industrial lines of work are forbidden either to compel or
permit their employees to work on Sunday. This pro-
hibition does not apply to persons working alone, or to
those engaged in agriculture, fishing, or the professions
or liberal arts.

In commercial establishments (such as retail stores,
banking, insurance, and similar institutions) all work is
prohibited during the first days of the three special holi-
days of Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost, and is limited
to five hours on all ordinary holidays and Sundays.

The individual German States may extend these re-
strictions at their pleasure. »

In Austria, there is a general prohibition of Sunday
work, the only general exception .being for work that is
deemed absolutely indispensable and for commercial es-
tablishments, in which Sunday work is permitted during
six hours of the day.

In Switzerland,no woman can work on Sunday except
at home or in a small shop, and no minor (a person
under eighteen years of age), except in a few specified in-
dustries; and adult males are allowed to do Sunday work
only in some specified industries, and in certain cases of
emergency, the nature of which must be demonstrated.

In England, a distinction is made between the work
of adult males and that of women and minors. The
former are not restricted in the matter of Sunday work,
but no woman, “young person’ or child can work in
factory or workshop on Sunday except in certain special
cases. Jews are allowed to work on Sunday provided
they observe Saturday as a day of rest.
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In Germany, Austria and England, much of the legis-
lation governing Sunday work is of recent origin, as late
as the year 1895.

It will be observed that the prohibition of Sunday
work is more rigid in Austria and Germany than in Eng-
land; yet in the latter country the Continental Sunday is
not nearly as conspicuous a feature of the week as in the
former. Except in the matter of open public houses, Sun-
day is observed quite as well in England as in the United
States. The ‘“Continental Sunday’ is not -therefore a
product of lax Sundaylegislation. It is rather the result
of the general indifference of the people toward religion;
and nothing can more surely foster this indifierence than
the idea that the Sabbath is an institution that can be
properly subjected to State regulation.

Liberty. *
BY MISS LETTIE E. REED.

THE history of nations hasbeen oneceaseless struggle
for liberty.

What was it made the pilgrims leave homeand native
land and seek the dangers and perils of a new land? It
was that they might gain liberty. Yes; ratherthan have
their freedom taken away from them, they set forth on a
stormy sea, landed on an unknown shore, endured starv-
ation, and faced the cruel savage. Oh, how dear to the
heart is liberty !

But as time passed on they were again under the
tyrant’s sway, they were again forced to assert their free-
dom; and by spilling their life’s blood in defense of it they
shook off the tyrant’s yoke. They asserted their inde-
pendence in these immortal words, which although so
often quoted and but recently listened to at our Fourth
of July gatherings, I cannot refrain from repeating:
“Wehold these truths to be self-evident: that all men
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to se-
cure these rights governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

Not only is this wonderful document famous for its
assertion of a nation’s independence and freedom, but it
asserts the liberty of the individual. Personal liberty,
the enjoyment of the inalienable right of the individual,
is the thing of value, and it is the asserticn of this, that
gives value to the immortal Declaration.

Let me ask, What is Liberty? Some will say, “Why,
the right to do as I please, of course.” It is evident,
however, that to this there must be some limitations.
I might please to do what would justly displease many
others. For “allmenarecreated equaland areendowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights.”” T might

* From an oration delivered at the Commencement exercises of the
Southern Iowa Normal School.

please to do something that would infringe upon the lib-
erty of some other person. Yes, I might even wish to
take away their liberty to satisfy my own selfish desires.
So my liberty would in this sense mean their slavery. It
is evident, then, that liberty, in its truest sense, must
be a blessing which is possible to every one at the same
time and not to a few only and that at the expense of
many.

Not only is this true with regard to individuals, but
also with organized bodies, such as churches. There
must, therefore, be some boundary linerecognized between
man and man, else liberty is impossible. Hence, I point
you to God’s law, which defines this boundary line, and
which if obeyed will result in perfect liberty to all.

Too often when a church becomes powerful, it wishes
to rule all others, and force them, to see and believe as it
does. And it is a sad truth that some have gone farther
than to wish others to bow to their creeds. They have
sought to change that instrument which was instituted
among men to guard their liberty ; they have sought this
that they might take away man’s liberty. Now if they
are in the right why do they not seek God to bring others
to the same view? Why, the very act of seeking man’s
power in itself condemns their belief.

So it was I think that God’s invisible hand was in the
forming of the Constitution of the United States and the
Declaration of Independence, because they teach perfect
liberty to all men alike. No people can be more fully
bound to acknowledge the unseen Hand above which
overrules in the affairs of men, than the people of the
United States. Every step by which they have advanced
to the character of a free and indevendent nation, seems
to be distinguished by some token of Providential
agency.

But it is a sad truth that this nation has begun
to retrograde. The outlook for the future is terri-
ble. Oppression and injustice abound everywhere. How
was it that other great nations had their end? For
answer let me disquiet and bring up the Shades of
empires buried long ago, and learn a lesson from their

fate. Come, old Assyria, what laid thee low? “Ifell by
my own misdeeds and injustice.”” Oh, queenly Persia,
flame of thenations, wherefore art thou fallen? ‘‘Because

I trod people under me; I fell by my own misdeeds.”

And thou, muselike Greciau queen, fairest of all thy
classic sisterhocod, why liest thou here? ‘I scorned the
law of God, banished and poisoned the wisest and justest
men. The beauty of justice and liberty I trod down to
the earth; lo, therefore, am I fallen.” And thou, majes-
tic Rome, with thy sevenfold-crown all shattered at thy
feet, why art thou fallen? ‘I made iniquity my law, I
trod nations under me, millions of bondmen. who wet the
goil with tears and blood, cry up against me; do you
not hear them erying to God? Lo, by this I had my
downfall.”

So it was that all nations and empires came to their
ruin by oppressing their fellowmen. And do wehear a cry
of listress coming up from any oppressed in thisland?
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Aye; we do hear it; and just so surely as we hear and heed
it not, this fair land of ours will come down to ruin as
did those of the past.

> <<

A Roman Catholic paper says that ‘“Catholic citizens
who see in public libraries anti-Catholic books, should
make protest to the library authorities until the libelous
volumes are taken out.” It is thus that Rome is trying
to veil the dark record of her past deings from the eyes
of the rising generation.

>4

A Panacea for Human Ills.
BY W. H. MCKEE.

SucH a thing as a universal cure-all,—one general
prescription which will remedy all ills—is animpossibility
in medicine. The physicians are agreed that thisis so,
and intelligent men generally acknowledge that they are
correct. But there are other ills to which humanity is
heir besides those which directly afflict the flesh. In their
efforts to cure these it would seem that even the wise men
become foolish. Men who ought to know better, who in
reality do know better, will champion with enthusiasm
some legislative or political measure as an infallible rem-
edy for all the ills from which the body politic suffers, or
to which it is heir. That some men should be always
looking to the latest medical fad or nostrum for re-
newed health and the continuation of life is sad. But it
is sadder still to find virtually all men looking to legisla-
tion to remedy by one authoritative pronouncement all
the difficulties under which society labors, financially,
and perhaps even socially and morally. Humanity can
can furnish no universal panacea for physical, moral, or
social, ills.

There is, however, a remedy for all theills of every
kind to which mankind is subject. It is a mistake to say
that humanity is heir to any ills. It is not, for we are
all children of God—all creatures of his hand. If we are
all his children we are all his heirs. He casts off and
disinherits none. If the children deny the relationship
and repudiate the Father, it is they who refuse the inher-
itance. God repudiates none. Christ has said, “Whoso-
ever will, let him come.” All that is necessary, then, for
the ownership and possession, in undivided right with
the Son of God himself, of all the beauty and perfection
which an omniscient and omnipotent Creator has made,
is simply its acceptance.

But in God’s plan there is no poverty, no disease, no
imperfection, no sin, no death. He is not the God of the
dead, nor of the dying, but of the living and the ever-liv-
ing. His children are all heirs together “of the grace of
life.” Here then is the remedy for all the ills of lile,—the
acceptance of the heirship to thegrace of eternal life, with
all itsaccompanying bliss and perfection. Neitherstrikes
nor labor combinations, nor cotperative societies, nor

tariff laws, nor financial legislation, nor religious legisla-
tion, will do away with povery or business perplexities, or
sin and immorality.

There is one universal prescription, however, that,
when accepted and applied, will accomplish. this, and
nothing else either will or can. That is, “Whatsoever ye
would that menshould do toyou,do ye even soto them.”’
It is a simple prescription. It is expressed in very plain
language. No man need fail tounderstand it. The terse
Saxon of this short and pithy sentence appeals equally
to the cultivated and the uncultivated, to the educated
and to the ignorant. Every man, also, bears uncon-
scious testimony to his belief in the efficacy of this rem-
edy, in the fact that he would exact from all others an
adherence to this rule in their dealings with him, whether
he intends to reciprocate or not.

Of course the advocacy of this remedy means.much.
It is open, in the present condition of the affairs of the
world, and so long as that condition lasts to the criti-
cism of being Utopian. But it is not Utopian, for it is
not imaginary, neither is its eventual application or real
ization imaginary. The advocates of this remedy are

- all those who pray, “Thy kingdom come; thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven.”  This is the prayer of
all Christian men and angels. God hears prayer. He
answers prayer. They who pray thisprayer in word and
heart and life, and so quietly and unostentatiously live
out the precepts of God’s word in all their business and
social relations, are ‘‘engaged in a work which God wants
done, and which every good being in the universe wants
done,” and will eventually succeed in their efforts, realize
the fulfillment of what the world has called their Utopian
dreams, and live in the eternal enjoyment of the answer
to their daily prayer. It is true that they will not meet
with what the world, at present, calls success, which can
be reckoned in dollars and cents, or in worldly fame and
reputation, but their returns will be in values which moth
and rust can not corrupt, which the breath of slander
can not tarnish or steal away, and which they will erjoy
forever, while they themselves are held in eternal and un-
fading remembrance.

The men and women who are doing this are not the-
orists, or fanatics, or idle dreamers. They are practical
people. They are the only practical people which this
world holds.  Their minds are touched with no cloud of
unsoun-ness, they are the only actually sane people who
walk the earth. It is the characteristic of an unsound
mind that it sees everything with distorted vision, and
has no just appreciation of true proportions and propor-
tionate values. In the mental sight of such a mind the
sense of true perspective is utterly lost. Thisis why to
so many men the present obscures the future, the finite
the infinite, and this transitory life the possible eternal
existence which lies beyord. This is why men neglect the
simple remedy which God prescribes, and give themselves
to the use and advocacy of political fads and legislative
nostrums.
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THE attention of all eyes in the political circles of the
nation is being drawn to the contest now being waged
over the possession of the mayorship of “Greater New
York.” Itis a contest which throws some light upon the
question of the adaptability of politics for the promotion
of the cause of righteousness in the earth.

*
* *

THE striking feature of the contest, thus far, is the
struggle between ‘“machine’” politics and independent
polities for supremacy in the Republican party. On the
one side is the independent nominee, the Hon. Seth Low,
well known as President of Columbia College; and on the
other side is “‘boss Platt’”’ with the State ‘“ machine,” de-
termined to nominate, and, if possible, elect a candidate
who will represent the Republican ‘‘organization.” And
the “boss,” it is said, has applied for and secured the
influence and authority of the national administration
to aid him in the work of subordinating all other inter-
ests to that of the success of the “party.”

*
* *

INDEPENDENT politics is the theory upon which polit-
ical procedure in this country was started out. But it is
little more than a theory to-day. ‘*‘Machine’ politics,
the politics of the ““boss” and the dictator, is the almost
universal reality. A person who will not be true to the
“organization’’—national, State, or local, as the case
may be—soon meets the denunciation and opposition
that is always accorded to a ‘‘traitor.” And as in
the present instance, his greatest costest is not with
the opposite party, but with his own party ‘“organiza-
tion.”

*
* *

IT is the dream of those who are looking for moral
reform through politics, that some plan of action can
and will be devised which, ‘““wisely and vigorously carried
on,” “will gradually but surely substitute leaders for
‘bosses,’ statesmen for politicians, and patriots for plun-
derers.”  This quotation is from a speech made at the
late San Francisco convention of Christian Endeavor.
Another speaker said: ‘“We will stand for political intel-
ligence, integrity, independence and industry; and we are
rapidly reaching the conclusion that Democracy should
stand for decency, Republicanism for respectability, and
Populism for purity; or else we must obey the divine in-
junction by coming out from among them. In plain
English, after we have done our best, if we cannot clean

our parties out, then we should resolutely undertake to
clean them up.”

*
* *

THAT is the trouble with politics to-day; they are
sadly in need of ‘“cleaning up.”  As one speaker at the
late Epworth League convention in Toronto portrayed
it,—“Why is it that in the northern half of the continent
polities is looked upon as unclean and contaminating?
The heart of the body politic is shut out from heeding
the words of Christ by an accursed partisanship. The
Ministerial newspapers would have them believe the Op-
position were all knaves and asses, while the Opposition
papers would have them believe that the government
was hopelessly corrupt.” Or as another speaker said:
“Politically we have fallen upon evil times. We have
fallen upon times when, in certain sections, the ballot-box
is corrupted, men are bought like chattels, or coerced
into casting their votes for private gain rather than for
the public good. There are two distinctive ele-
ments at work in the contest for political supremacy.
The first represents wealth and corporate power that
rushes on with the force of a tornado, yet lacking in the
purifying effect of the storm. The other is composed of
men of small capacity and less personal character and
integrity. Small men are in the saddle riding roughshod
over the morals, the intelligence and the integrity of our
national life.”

* * *

ALL this is true enough, and ‘“the half has not been
told;” but why is it so? Is it because the right political
plan has not been followed? Can it be remedied by a
revolution in political procedure? That is the remedy
upon which our would-be reformers are confidently de-
pending; that is the remedy which they are determined
to adopt. ’

*
* *

But the remedy will not fit the cause. Thecause does
not lie in any political defectiveness, but in the moral
defectiveness of the people. Get the hearts of the people
right, purify them of their corruption, and polities will
straighten out of itself. But the reformers are going to
reform politics, in order to straighten out the people. It
is the old mistake of putting the cart before the horse.

»
* *

THE much cherished remedy will not ‘““work.” When
corruption is in the heart, it must show itself; for “out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”
When men of corrupt hearts engage in politics, there will
be corrupt politics. Either they must be shut out of pol-
itics, or there will continue to be the same corruption
that is so much in evidence to-day.

*
* *

BuT men of corrupt morals—men who will stand by
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the *‘machine’’ and the organizationin opposition to any
reform, either of their own free will or under the pressure
of political influence—are in the majority; and they are
largely in the majority, too. Do the minority count on
devising a scheme or system that will ‘‘turn down” the
large majority, and keep them down,so that we shall
henceforth have pure politics? The ideais Utopian, truly.

*
* *

THE real remedy, if one there be, must be that which
will make good men out of the bad men that are in poli-
tics; and there is but one known'cure for a bad heart;
namely, regeneration, through the grace of God. The
more this is preached and accepted, the less corruption
there will be, in politics or any other sphere of human
action. But when the nation undertakes to castout cor-
ruption by vote,—to vote itself into purity and goodness
—it will but display the wisdom of thesmall boy who tries
to lift himself by the straps of his boots.

*
* *

THE progress of lynch law in this country was start-
lingly illustrated the other day by the administration of
mob vengeance upon five men in the very respectable
State of Indiana. Usually the victims of Judge Lynch
have been negroes guilty—or supposed to be guilty—of
some revolting crime. In this case the victims were white
men, charged with no worse crime than theft.

*
* *

AT this rate of progress how long will it be before
lynch law will come to be regarded as the proper method
of dealing with almost all classes of criminals, wherever
the circumstances afford an opportunity for putting it
into execution. As a cheap and expeditious way of get-
ting rid of persons who have made themselves obnoxious
to a community, it seems to be a success; besides which,
it apparently satisfies the feelings of the people much
more than the administration of justice through the reg-
ular course of the law. And thesefeatures of the case are
all, seemingly, that the people care to take into consider-
ation.

*
* *

IT is no less true, however, that the progress of lynch
law is theprogress of anarchy. If we would note whether
or not anarchy is making progress in this country, we
should look, not at the number and luridness of the
speeches of Herr Most and his associates, but at the
lynchings and the crimes which call them forth.

*
* *

IT may be well toinquire, What is anarchy? The
word means, the setting aside of the head, or ruler; hence
the disregard of all law and authority. And where is
this exemplified more fully or in greater degree than in
the setting agide of the laws and authority of Jehovah?

*
* *

“THE Lord hath prepared his throne in the heaven,
and his kingdom ruleth over all.”” His law is the highest

law in the universe. Thetransgression of that law is sin.
Sin and anarchy are really synonymous terms. The
progress of wickedness in the earth is the progress of an-
archy. When men disregard the law of God, it is certain
that they will have no great scruples about setting aside
the law of man.

*
* *

THE Spirit of God is in the earth, restraining men
from wickedness and seeking to draw them back to God.
By persistence in sin, however, men drive away this Spirit,
and as it is withdrawn from them, there is a loosening of
every bond which restrains them from utter lawlessness.
Because of the fearful wickedness of these last days, God
is withdrawing his Spirit from the earth, and the result
is seen in the increasing riot of human passion in every
form. One evidence of this appears in the commission of
revolting crimes, and another in the lynchings which so’
commonly follow. They are both symptoms of the same
malady, for which the grace of God is the only cure.

> 44—

A Dreadful Alternative.

SPEAKING of the case of the young Cuban girl; Evan-
gelina Cisneros, whose present circumstances and pros-
pective fate have awakened the sympathies of Anglo-
Saxons on both sides of the Atlantic, the Primitive Cath-
olic, of September 15, says it is now suggested by the
Spanish government that in lieu of thesentence of twenty
years’ imprisonment in an African penal settlement, she
be sent to a convent. In the eyes of some people this
would be regarded as at least a mitigation of sentence;
but to us, it is abont the most dreadful alternative that
could be imagined. The young woman herself, of
course, strenuously objects to such a disposition of her
case.

In this connection it may be proper to mention that
Mrs. Julia Ward Howe is reported to have written to the
pope asking him to exercise his influence in securing jus-
tice for Miss Cisneros. ‘A single word from you,” she is
reported as saying to him, “will surely induce the Span-
ish government to abstain from this act of military ven-
geance, which would greatly discredit it in the eyes of the
civilized world.”

But the pope has given his blessing upon the Spanish
arms in Cuba, and it is in vain to expect that he will pro-
nounce a ‘‘single word” to the contrary.

> -

OxE of the most curious mental phenomena of the
times is the persistence of some good church people—men
who essay to be ministers and teachers of divine truth—
in calling the United States a Christian nation. Who
would think of calling an individual a Christian who
would spend more money many times over for strong
drink, for tobacco, for firearms, for sports and amuse-
ments, for jewelry and for unnecessary display, than he
would give to the cause of God! Yet this is precisely
what is done by this ““Christian’’ nation.
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Where Sky and Earth Meet.

“MaMA, how far off is it to where the sky touches
the earth?”’

Mrs. Moore smiled at the serious face upturned to
hers, in anticipation of a serious reply to sucha question.
“It’s a long way, Willie,” she said, “a long way.”

“Is it further than 1 could walk in a whole day,
mama?’’ agsked Willie.

“Yes,” said Mrs. Moore, ‘‘further than youcould ever
walk in all your life.”

“Why, mama,” he exclaimed in surprise, “I didn’t
think it was so far away as that. It doesn’t seem to be
so very far.”

“No, it doesn’t seem very far, Willie, but we can’t
always tell about things fromn the way they seem. When
folks only look at appearances, they often make great
mistakes. But there are a great many people older than
you who think they can reach the sky without going
very far.” :

“Tell me about it, mama,” said Willie; “I don’t un-
derstand.”

“Well,” said mama, “what would you do, Willie, if
the sky and earth really met a little ways off, where they
appear to meet?”’

“Why—I would go there and climb up from the earth
and go up into the sky, where everything is nice and
beautiful, I guess,” Willie answered, after a moment’s
pause.

“Well,” said Mrs. Moore, “that is just what many
people are trying to do. They think that by a little
effort they can get to a place where the earth touches
heaven, and then everything will be justright, as it ought
to be. It seems so easy to them that sometimes they
wonder why they haven’t got there before.”

“Do you mean, mama, that people go on a journey?
or how do they try to get to where the earth and sky
come together?”’ queried Willie.

“No; not a journey, Willie,”” said Mrs. Moore; “what
I mean is that they think they can take themselves to
the sky by their own efforts, just as you thought you
could walk to it,and it seems to them to be quite an easy
thing to do.”

“But what kind of efforts, mama, if they don’t go on
any journey ?”’ said Willie.

“Well, you know, Willie, there were once some people
who thought they could get to the sky by building a

tower; so they set out to build one that would reach to
it from the earth. Do you remember reading about that
in the Bible ?”’

“Yes; I remember,” said Willie. “They built it up
quite high, but they didn’t finish it, and it never amounted
to anything, I guess. I wonder how near they got to the

. sky before they stopped, mama.”

“They got just as near as people do nowadays who
don’t try it in the right way,” said Mrs. Moere. ‘“There
are other towers of Babel besides the one built in the
plains of Shinar. People are building them to day.”

‘““Where are they, mama? I never saw any.”

“They are not made of brick and stone, but it doesn’t
matter what they are made of, so long as they represent
some plan of men to get to the sky by their own works”

“But what makes them do it, mama? Don’t they
know that they can’t get to the sky that way?”’

“They cught to know; but they don’t stop to se-
riously think of the matter and find out just what the
Lord says about it.”

“But who are some of these people, mama?”

“Some of them are people who are trying to get to
the sky by means of politics,”’” was the reply.

“Ho, ho, how funny!” laughed Willie.

“Yes, it is funny, only it’s very serious, too,”’ said
Mrs. Moore, “for they are making a dreadful mistake;
and there are a great many engaged in it, too; and if
they don’t find cut their mistake, they’ll come to ruin in
the end.”

“What are they doing now, mama?”’

“Well, they hold a great many meetings and tell the
people that if they will only vote in the right way and
elect the right men to public office and make the right
kind of laws, it will bring in the millennium and set up
the kingdom of God. They are really building a political
tower of babel.”

“Can people make themselves better, or make other
folks better, by voting and passing laws, mama?”’ queried
Willie.

“That’s just the point, Willie,”” said Mrs. Moore; ‘it
can’t be done that way. People can’t raise themselves
one inch above the level of the earth in that way. The
trouble is that people are fallen and have wicked hearts,
and they can’t vote or legislate themselves into a bet-
ter condition. They can’t lift themselves out of them-
selves.”

“What do you mean by that, mama?”’

“Did you ever try to lift yourself by the straps of
your boots, Willie? That is just the way it is when peo-
ple try to lift themselves up toward God by their own
works. They never succeed, and yet they think they are
going to succeed pretty soon. They can see success a
little way in the future, just where the sky touches the
earth, and they think it will not take them very long to
get there, if they can only go ahead as they want to.
And so they go on, and on, but they find they never get
any nearer the sky than they were before. They don’t

b
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make any real progress toward setting up the kingdom
of God.
“Now, Willie,” Mrs. Moore continued, ‘“‘can you tell
me what God’s plan is for taking people to the sky?”
Willie wrinkled his brow, but made no answer.
“Think hard now,”” said Mrs. Moore, ‘and see if you
can’t tell me something about it. In the same book of
the Bible that tells of the tower of Babel, it tells of some-
thing else that did really reachfrom the earth to the sky.
Don’t you remember I read to you about it the other
evening?”’
Willie's face brightened as Mrs. Moore finished speak-
“Jacob’s ladder!” he exclaimed.
“Yes, that is it,” said Mrs. Moore; and now can you
tell me, Willie, what that ladder represents?”’

ing.

“What does it represent, mama?”’ he queried, after a -

moment’s pause.

“It represents our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Willie; and
it’s the only possible connection between the earth and
heaven. Jacob’s ladder and the tower of Babel represent
the two ways,—one God’s way and the other man’s way
—of getting to the sky. Some people are trying to climb
up by their good works, and others by penance and suf-
fering; and others are planning to vote and legislate
themselves into the skies; but the only way that any-
body will ever get there is by Jacob’s ladder. But I must
go now and look after the dinner. T’ll tell you more
about this another time.”

The Value of Principle.

ONE of the very first and often the hardest lesson for
young people just entering the busy scenes of active life
to learn is that life is not what they had pictured it to
be; they awake to find that the dream is only a dream;
they discover that their pathway is beset with difficulties
almost insurmountable, perplexities endless and disap-
pointments without number; their brightest hopes are
dashed to the ground; h:artstrings are bleeding and
torn, and tears unbidden flow freely.  Their loftiest as-
pirations, holiest ambitions and purest desires meet with
rebuff wher: an attempt is made to carry them out, and
they are led to reflect, “What is there of life that is worth
living ?”’

But after all, life is much as we make it. Every
man and every woman has a mission to perform that no
other individual can accomplish for them. 1t is to de-
velop a character and in this work they are not left in
the dark. There is a perfect Pattern for our example—a
rule of action to govern all our conduct. All the tend._
ency of life as we mingle with the world is to deviate
from this standard, and right here comes in the value of
principle—doing right because it is right, no matter what
the consequences may be. So manynowadays are policy
people,— let others be their conscience, and are thus led
rom the path of rectitude. Daniel was a man of princi-

ple.
itself.
In these days, as never before, our young just enter-
ing on the stage of action should study to know the
right, and then fearlessly follow it, though the heavens
fall. This cannot be done in the strength of man alone,
but He who conquered all has said. I will strengthen
thee with all might.”” Will we let him ? W. E. C.

With him duty stood above position and even life

>0

John Bunyan and Religious Liberty.

THERE are few people who have not read “Pilgrim’s
Progress,” by John Bunyan. He was a wonderful man
in many respects, as those who have read the history of
his life know. He was brought up to attend the National
Church of England. When he grew to manhood he dis-
sented and united with the Baptists, and became a popu”
lar lay preacher. During this time, a civil law was en-
acted demanding that all, without regard to distinction
or religious conviction, should attend the National
Church, and this he refused to do, but continued preach-
ing, and for these two reasons was castinto Bedford jail,
where he was kept for twelve years. :

So good a man as he naturally had many friends who
did all they could to liberate him, but as thelaw had to
be obeyed(?), and as he would not comply with its condi-
tions, nothing could be done for him. On one occasion,
the justices sent their clerk to admonish him and demand
his submission, when the following conversation took
place:—

“Clerk.—I came to tell you that it is desired that you
would submit yourself to the laws of the land, or during
the next session it will go worse with you.

“Bunyan.—I desire to demean myself in the world
both as becometh a man and a Christian.

‘“Clerk.—You must leave off those meetings you were
wont to have, for the statute is directly against it.

“Bunyan.—The law by which I am in prison neither
reaches me nor my meetings, being directed against those
who meet for wicked and treasonable purposes.

“Clerk.—Are you willing to stand in the judgment of
the church?

“Bunyan.—Yes, sir, to the approbation of the church
of ‘God; the church’s judgment is best expressed in
Scripture.

*Clerk.—You know that the Scripture saith, ‘The
powers that be are ordained of God.’

“Bunyan.—Yes; and that [ am to submit to the king
as supreme, and also to the governors as to them that
are sent by him.

“Clerk.—Well, then, the king commands you that you
have no private meetings, because it is against his law;
and he is ordained of God, therefore you should not have
any meetings.

“Bunyan.—Paul owned the powers that were in his
day to be of God, and yet he was often in prison under
them, for all that. And also, though Jesus Christ told
Pilate that he had no power against him but of God, yet
he died under the same Pilate; and yet T hope you will
not ray that either Paul or Christ did deny magistracy,
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and so sinned against God, in slighting the ordinance.
Sir, the law provides two ways of obeying; the one to do
that which in my conscience | do believe that 1 am to do
actively; and where | cannot obey actively, then | am
willing to lie down and suffer what they may do to me.”
—Life and Times ofJohn Bunyan.

These answers challengethe admiration of every lover
of principle. His last reply contains the whole secret of
the course to be pursued by Christians in their relation
to civil laws. He says, “The law provides two ways of
obeying; the one to do that which in my conscience | do
believe that | am to do actively; and where | cannot obey
actively; then I am willing to lie down and suffer what
they may do to me.”

Don’t Forget the Post Office Address.

We have before called attention to the frequent fail-
ure of subscribers when requesting a change of address,
to give their present post office address. Quite &ften,
.too, the parties forgetto sign their names. This is called
out by two communications, one from H. C. Jones, who
requests the sentiner changed from his address to an-
other party, in Oklahama, but fails to tell where the
paper is now going. Not knowing the present post office
address, it is like “looking for a needle in a haystack” to
find it. He should let us know where he now resides.
Another from Hudson (State notgiven) writes: “Inclosed
please find $1 for your valuable paper. 1 can’t afford to
be without it longer. John Brown.” Now, there are
twenty-six Hudsons in the United States, and we presume
that in each place there is a John Brown, but which one
of these paid his dollar it would be hard to determine at
this end of the line. A word of caution is perhaps al!
that is necessary.

Mr.Sumner 1. Merritt, Of Melrose, Minnesota, a
warm friend of the sentiner,writes: “I like the Religious
Liberty for Young People department in the Sentinel
very much. | am glad to learn that the sentiner list
increased so materially. 1 am sorry, however, that it
wasn’t a hundred times as large. The person who does
not read the American Sentine1 suffers a loss which can
not be filled with another paper that | know of.”

Among the interesting publications that come to our
desk, we may mention the Sunday School Times, pub.
lished weekly at Philadelphia, Pa., price $1.50 per year.
Each issue is filled with the brightest thoughts and most
practical suggestions from the most successful Sunday-
school workers in the land. No oneinterested directly or
indirectly in Sabbath-school work, and especially officers
of an organized school, can well afford to be without this
journal. Many single issues are worth more than the
price of the paper for a year. Write for sample copies,
which will be sent free for examination, mentioning the

Sentinel.
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The Nebraska Sanitarium.

On another page will be found the displayed adver-
tisement of the Nebraska Sanitarium, located at College
View, a suburb of Lincoln, Nebraska. This institution
is one of quite a number in the chain, all patterned after
and substantially under the same management as the
great Battle Creek (Mich.) Sanitarium, the largest and
most successful of its kind in the United States, or indeed
in the world. The Nebraska Sanitarium is thoroughly
equipped with all modern conveniences for the care of the
sick, is supplied with skilled physicians and trained
nurses, and those suffering from chronic or othertroubles
are assured of relief if it can be secured anywhere.
Prices are reasonable. Those interested are invited to
send for catalogue and any further information desired,
addressing Dr. A. N. Loper, Superintendent, College Aiew,
Nebraska.

Card.

To all interested in carrying the gospel ofJesus Christ
to theinhabitants of other lands and who desire to assist
in supporting missionaries already placed and others
who may engage in the work, the opportunity is given to
make an offering to the Foreign Mission Board of the
Seventh-day Adventist denomination.

Such donations should be sent to W. H. Edwards,
the Treasurer of the Board, 1730 North Fifteenth Street,
Philadelphia, Penn.

TO OUR PATRONS:

1. Write names plainly.

2. Remit by P. O. Money Order, or Express Order, or by Bank Draft on
New York. Personal checks are not desired.

3. Make all Orders and Drafts payable to Pacific Press Publishing Co., not
to the editor or any other individual.

4. Wewill receive Postage Stamps in small quantities and any kind of good
money. Defaced coins will not be taken. If paper money or coin is
sent, register the letter.
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Set for the defense of liberty of conscience, and therefore uncompromising
opposed to anythm% ending toward a union of Church ana State,
either in name or in principle.
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International Religious Liberty  Association.
Single Copy, Per Year, . 51.00-
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You want to succeed in life; yvou should be trained tor success.

The CAPITAL CITY OOMMEROIAL COLLEGE and the

CAPITAL CITY SCHOOL OF SHORTHAND, Y.M.C.A. Building,
Des Moines, Iowa, are among the leading business training

o
Board from $1.75 to $2.00 per week.
securing positions. The best of everything.
Moines, Iowa.

THE WHIRL of the CYGLONE CONTINUES.

The peovle are looking for a
perfect washing machine. [t is
found only in the Cyclone, and it
is so easy to demonstrate the fact
to intending purchasers that

agents for it are reaping arich harvest. Write
for terms and territory to Coon Bros., 18-20
Hanover St., Battle Creek, Mich.

FIGHTING
AGAINST
GOD=<

Is the Title of a sixteen-page tract just issued
as No. 41 of the

Religious tiberty fibrary,

In which PICTURE, POETRY, and PROSE
unite in teaching Christian principlee
of freedom of conscience.

7 Fine Half-Tone
Illustrations 7

Printed on highly-finished paper.
Its attractiveness will insure perusal by the
most prejudiced or indifferent reader.

PricE—3 Cents each.

Usual discounts in &u&ntitles.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond Street, New York City.

All expenses reasonable.
Send for catalogue to Mehan & McCauley, Des

schools of this country.
Competent graduates are assisted in

“l am surprised,”

Says Pror. E. A.
SHELDON, President
of the State Normal
School, Oswego, N.Y.
¢‘that so much that
is valuable for one
to know is brought
into so small a com-
pass and sold at so
small a price."’

THE NEW

Webhster Dictionary
AND

Complete Vest.

Pocket Library
is full of happy sur-
prises. Itsuccessfully
combines a Diction-
ary of 45,800 words;
& complete Parlia-
mentary Manual;
Literary Guide, etc.
Positively the only
pocket dictionary
giving the full pro-
nunciation of words.
Over 300,000 cop-
ies sold.

“1 shall give thir
book a Elace in my
vest pocket, a place

that no_other book thus far has had.”—C. C.
Gaines, Pres. of Eastman Business College.

192 Pages, 55 x 2% in., Weight, 2 ounces.
8hould be owned by every Student, Business
Man, and Person of Intelligence.
Cloth, 25 cents; Morocco, 50 cents; Extra Qual-
ity with Three Years’ Calendar, Perpetual
Memorandum, and Safety Postage-Stamp

Holder, 60 cents. ’

Address all orders to

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING GO.,

39 Bond St., New York City.

i

THE STORY OF
PITCAIRN ISLAND.

(SECOND EDITION.)

B8Y ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG,
A Native Daughter.

Pitcairn Island, one of the volcanic gems of
the Pacific, has been heard of wherever the Eng-
lish language has been spoken. The story of the
working out of the problem of human life on its
lunited territory reads stranger and more thrill-
ingly in many respects than a romance. But
m <. . not all. of the tales told and books
printed have either been too fragmentary or in-
correct and misleading. It will beinteresting to
the friends of that miniature world to know that
an authentic history has been written, and that
by a native of the island. one to the manor born.
Miss Rosa Young is one of the direct descendants
of the mutineers of the Bounty. The book is a
plain, unvarnished tale of Pitcairn and its inhab-
itants from its settlement to the year 1894. 1t is
written with a charming simplicity of style
which refreshes the reader and invites a contin-
ual perusal. Illustrated with 26 engravings by
the half-tone process, and its 23 chapters have
each a neatly engraved heading.

Price, - - - ®1.00
PACIFIC PRESS PUPLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City, N. Y.
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

50 YEARS®
EXPERIENCE.

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,
COPYRICHTS &c.

Anyone sending a sketch and description may
quickly ascertain, free, whether an invention is
probably patentable. Communications strictly
confidential. Oldest agency forsecuring patents
in America. We have a Washington office.

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive
special notice in the

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

besutifully illustrated, largest circulation of
any scientific journal, weekly, terms $2.00 a yearg
1.90 six months. Specimen copies and HAND
00X ON ""ATENTS sent free. Address

PMIINN & CO.,

61 Frondwas. New Voo k.
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A MARVEL IN BIBLE MAKING.
Large Type S. S. Teachers’

SELF-PRONOUNCING COMBINATION BIBLE.

RK
Containing the King James and the Revised Versions on the Sar_ne Page. Showing in Simple Form
all Changes, Additions and Omissions, and Enabling _all Readers to See
at a Glance wherein the Two Versions Differ.

Both Versions Combined Without Duplicating.

The King James Version, set in full and conforming exactly to the Oxford Teachers’ Edition, and, wherever
a change occurs, the letters 7. 7., referring to a foot-note at the bottom of the page, showing the.readmg as it
appears in the Revised Version. Thus, in the same book, we have both the King James anc! the Revised Versions,
complete and intact, without materially increasing the size of the volume or reducing the size of the type. Both
printed together in the same column, skowing the differences at a glance, and enabling the reader lo practically read
both at one and the same time ; or, in other words, consuming in the comparative reading of the two texts not more
than one-half the time required in the old way.

EITHER VERSION ALONE OR BOTH TOGETHER. o
The great point of excellence in this arrangement is that while it enables one to read both Versxcv)ns.m
almost exactly the same time, it does not mar, or in any way hinder, the reading of the King James Version
alone and independently, where one does not care to refer to the revisions.

How to Read the Combination Bible.

Below is part of page 608 of our Combination Bible. The following Key shows how

it is to be read : The
KEY—The first RV on page 608 appears in verse 37 of the gth chapter, before ‘‘domin- |

ion.”” In the King James Version the reading is ‘“ dominion over our bodies,” etc. Bible

By referring to the foot-notes it will be seen that the word ‘‘ dominion’’ is changed to Closed

power.”” Hence the Revised Version reads ‘ power over our bodies,’’ etc.
In the 38th verse the King James reads, ‘‘because of all this;’’ by reference to foot
of page it will be seen that the Revised Version rcads, ‘“ yet for all this.”

In verse 28 there is an R0, which denotes an omission. Refer to the foot-notes and
‘“(having)” will be found. Every omission is placed in a parenthesis in the foot-
notes, and tlie Revised Version in this instance reads, ‘‘ every one that had knowledge
and understanding.”

Thus it is seen that the Revised Version is easily read in connection with the King
James Version. The system is so simple and so easily understood that no reader finds
any difficulty in comparing one version with the other.

BINDING.
Imperial Seal, Tuck Edges, known as
the ‘‘Divinity Circuit,”’ Leather
Lined, Round Corners, Red under

Specimen of Type used in the S. S. Teachers’ Combination Bible. Gold Edges.

Size of Page 5x73 inches.

NEHEMIAH, X. The points of the covenant,

B.C.448. |all they that had separated them-
.- |selves from the "? people of the lands

N

They that sealed the covenant.

they have 7?/dominion over our bod-
ies, and over our cattle, at their plea~

This is a regular

sure, and we are in great distress. 4. - _|untothelaw of God, their wives, their

38 And "’because of all this we % Che . > |sons, and their daughters, every one S
9 make a sure covenant, and write it;| %; 343, |"?having knowledge, and "°having l e
and our h 10.2. understanding ; 9

?rinces, TvLé&/vites, and)|ch.10.2,

7V priests, 4% seal unto it. the seating, | 20 They clave to their brethren,
CHAPTER X. Aeek |their nobles, 9and entered into a . .
1 The names of them that sealed the covenant. 29 curse, and into an Oa:th, hto walk in bomethlng tlnlquea
The points of the covenant. God’s law, which was given 5by Mo/-
NOW Sthose that sealed were, |3Eh- @ geq the gervant of God, and to ob- and a good one.
\ “Né-he-mi’ah, 4the Tir/sha-|ch.%3 |serve and do all the commandments
tha, ® the son of Hich-g-lah, and|i0rzhe of the LorD our LoD, and his judg- It will be mailed postpaid

Z1d k¥/jah,
2 ¢ Sér-a-1’ah, Az-a-ri’ah, Jér-e-mi’-

ah,
3 Piish/itr, Am-a-ri’ah, Ml-chi’jah,
4 Hit/tiish, Sh¥b-a-ni‘ah, Mil/luch,
5 Ha’rim, M&r’g-m&th, O-ba-di’ah,
6 Din’jel, Gin/né-thon, Ba‘ruch,
7 Mé-shiil/lam, A-b¥’jah, MYj’a-mn,

bch. 1 1,
c See ch., 12,
1-21,

ments and his statutes ;

30 And that we would notgive ¢ our
daughters unto the ”?people of the
land, nor take their daughters for
our sons :

31 ¥ And if the "? people of the land
bring ware or any victuals on the .

sabbath day to sell, that we would not

37 power 38 yet for all this—our—our 9 namely,
Jeshua etc. 14 chiefs 28 Nethinim,—peoples—that

had —(having) 30 peoples 31 peoples—(it) —a —

Address,

forgo 33 meal—(an) 34 (the)—(among)—n,cmd_‘ :
to our fathers” houses, 35 manner of trees, |

on receipt of only

$4.00.

Agents Wanted.
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Pacific Press Publishing Co.,

39 Bond St., New York.
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OUR PREMIUM BIBLE
$7.00 WOETH FOR $3.00.

receive this Bible

Seal Leather, Divinity Circuit, Extra Linen Lined to Edge, Round
OLD OR NEW SUBSCRIBER, sending us $3.00 tmil

Red Under Gold Edges, Silk Headband, Silk Marker, Binding of the Best Quality,
postpaidt and the Sentinel one year

REGULAR PRICE, $6.00, WITH SENTINEL, S $3.00

The book we offer has large clear type (see specimen) and is what is known as the
Anyone,

AHERICAN OXFORD SELF-PRONOUNCING REFERENCE TEACHERS’ BIBLE,

For a SHORT TIME ONLY.

=

@D

2

@D

The Sentinel one year and Bible, postpaid, $3.00 B
The Sentinel six months andBible, postpaid, A | s
The Bible aloneto those whoare now subscribers to the Sentinel, 2.00 Z
The Bible givenas a present for six NEW yearly subscriptions at $1.00 each §
“twelve et 115 i at  50each o

We cannot agree to continue this offer any great
length of time as our stock is limited, hence we urge
our patrons to ORDER AT ONCE.

As to the merits of the Bible we offer, it is enough
to say that

NO ONE HAS CRITICISED IT.

On the other hand, we have received numerous
unsolicited words of praise, a few of which we print.
For brevity’'s sake, we omit the name and address of
writers, but their letters are all on file in our office.

What our Patrons Say of It.

For 25 cents extra we will mark

on the Bible in gold letters any

reductioll ir price

$3.50 TO $3.00,
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= -
Z = _ | received the Bible in_good condition. 1 am very well pleased
o < with it in every way. Itis a first class Bible; just the kind | have
o prs wanted.
E 2 The Bible is a beauty. Everything that could be wished.
L5
= ey The Bible came safely, and is highly appreciated by the friends
o for whom | bought it.
o
c é’ My Bible received. | am very much pleased with it.
=
o b I have received my Bible, and to say | am well pleased would
oM o not convey, my appreciation. I think it the best bargain ever of-
® fered. It’is just what | have long wanted.
- o
g_ o = _ | have used my Bible nearly three months, have compared it
> = = with other higher priced Bibles, and can truthfully say that all that
e 2 yon claim for'it is true, and do heartily recomménd it to all who
c = need a good Bible.
2 ° i i i
S) o It is the best Bible I ever saw for the price.
@ m 1 received your premium Bible, and we weresurprised to get such
had = a good grade of b Many of my friends have examined™ it and
S w pronounce it excellent.
(=]
m E 1 wish to thank you at once for the beautiful Bible which I re-
o ceived yesterday. is far better than | expected.
i am very much pleased with it and like it better than any Bible
I have ever had.
We are all more than pleased with the Bible. The type is agreat
delight.
We will GIVE one of these Superb h | am delighted with the Bible. Don’t know how you sell it so
cheap.

Bibles for SIX new names at the

The Bible was far beyond m¥l expectation. It is a real beauty
Tegular subscription price, $6.00. and | am more than pleased with it.

A.ddress all orders to
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